ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
man for the financial powers of the City, but his initiative is
considerable and his personality impresses itself upon the 'whole
period.
The Resources of England. The impression, prevalent
almost as much at home as abroad, that England's decline had
begun with the loss of the American Colonies was belied by the
presence at the time of many new sources of energy. The French
discovered that an attempt to reassert themselves in Asiatic seas
could not be maintained, in spite of the exploits of their admiral,
Sufiren, and in the upshot it was clearer than ever that India
was to be an English preserve.
The chief political figure in India, Warren Hastings, was im-
peached for excesses of which he was accused in the process of
expanding the direct power of the East India Company over
native rulers and the area which it controlled, but the trial—
which made a great noise at the time—was in reality only another
proof of the wholly free hand England now had for acquiring fill!
control over the sub-continent; a control which increased un-
interruptedly until the middle of the following century, and then
after a brief period of anxiety at the Mutiny grew stronger still,
until it became unquestioned and universal throughout India in
the second half of that century.
But apart from the now certain conquest of India, which
formed a main factor in the increasing wealth of the country,
there were three sources of new energy apparent: one in religion,
another in agriculture, and a third in the novel use of machinery.
The last two, like India, were rapidly increasing sources of
financial power and population. It was this financial power
which was to carry England victoriously through the coming
struggle, and to contrast most vividly with the corresponding
financial exhaustion of the French—the permanent rivals of
England.
All these three new sources of energy and strength were the
fruit of things which had begun when the men who were middle-
aged and elderly in the decade 1783-93 were young.
(i) Religion. An intense revival of enthusiastic Protestant
religion had appeared, which will always be connected with the
outstanding name of John Wesley: though he himself would
have been shocked to hear the suggestion, it was in. truth a
reawakening of those essentials of Protestantism which were
originally inspired by John Calvin in the first years of the
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